Amnesty International

Amnesty International's vision is of a world in which every person enjoys all of the human rights enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other international human rights standards.

In pursuit of this vision, AI's mission is to undertake research and action focused on preventing and ending grave abuses of the rights to physical and mental integrity, freedom of conscience and expression, and freedom from discrimination, within the context of its work to promote all human rights.

AI is independent of any government, political ideology, economic interest or religion. It does not support or oppose any government or political system, nor does it support or oppose the views of the victims whose rights it seeks to protect. It is concerned solely with the impartial protection of human rights.

AI has a varied network of members and supporters around the world. At the latest count, there were more than 1.5 million members, supporters and subscribers in over 150 countries and territories in every region of the world. Although they come from many different backgrounds and have widely different political and religious beliefs, they are united by a determination to work for a world where everyone enjoys human rights.

AI is a democratic, self-governing movement. Major policy decisions are taken by an International Council made up of representatives from all national sections.

AI's national sections and local volunteer groups are primarily responsible for funding the movement. No funds are sought or accepted from governments for AI's work investigating and campaigning against human rights violations.

For more info

Web site: www.amnestyusa.org

Telephone: 212 807 8400

E-mail: admin-us@aiusa.org

Center for Victims of Torture

CVT exists to heal the wounds of government-sponsored torture on individuals, their families, and communities and to stop its practice. We work locally, nationally and internationally to build healing communities where torture survivors feel welcomed, protected and healed. We fulfill our mission in four ways:

· We provide services directly to torture survivors, including medical and psychological treatment and social services. We also provide referrals to other agencies in the community.

· We train health, education and human services professionals who work with torture survivors and refugees.

· We conduct research on the effects of torture and on effective treatment methods to be sure that we are providing the best care we can to our clients.

· We advocate for public policy initiatives in Minnesota, in the United States and worldwide that will help heal survivors and put an end to the practice of torture.

The Minnesota-based Center for Victims of Torture is a private, nonprofit, nonpartisan organization founded in 1985. The first organization of its kind in the United States and the third in the world, CVT has pioneered a comprehensive assessment and care program that is unique in the U.S.

For more info

Web site: www.cvt.org
Telephone: 612.436.4800

E-mail: cvt@cvt.org
Circle of Life Foundation
Founded in early 1999 by Julia Butterfly Hill, Circle of Life activates people through education, inspiration and connection to live in a way that honors the diversity and interdependence of all life. We believe that you, yes you, make the difference in the world.

Our mission reflects Circle of Life's starting point: individual responsibility and accountability. Every day, from the moment we roll out of bed, each of us is faced with thousands of choices about how we live. What do we spend money on? What do we choose to eat? How do we get from place to place? What is the quality of our connections with others? How do we use the earth's resources? What do we do with our time?

The Circle of Life's purpose is to encourage people to be conscious of those choices and to take action. Every action we take to protect and restore the earth and all of its beings has widespread consequences. And as individuals, the more we connect with communities and groups doing the same work and choosing the same conscious actions, the more we leverage our own seemingly small impact.

Together, we are building a movement of social and environmental change which is rooted deeply in love and respect for the interconnectedness of all life. It all starts with you... You, yes you, make the difference in the world.

For more info

Web site: www.circleoflifefoundation.org
Telephone: (510) 601-9790
E-mail: info@circleoflife.org
Circus Reform Yes

We are a Minnesota-based nonprofit advocacy group for wild animals used in entertainment. It is our philosophy that the use of wild animals in circuses is inherently inhumane. Circus Reform Yes! believes in the power of compassionate, humane education to make profound changes in society's attitude, and to alleviate the unnecessary suffering caused by the archaic institution of wild animal circuses.

It is our mission to provide the public and policy makers in Minnesota with an accurate and complete picture of the realities involved in using wild animals in circuses.

In today's world, families have many entertainment options - including animal-free circuses! More children and parents realize the place for wild animals is in the wild, and that it is no longer acceptable to keep them in tiny cages, tethered to short chains, or to subject them to brutal training sessions for entertainment's sake.

Please join us by making the compassionate choice to not support wild animal circuses! Only patronize animal-free circuses; come volunteer with us; contact us about our presentation for your group or school; or donate now.

For more info

Web site: www.crymn.org
E-mail: info@crymn.org
Compassionate Action for Animals 
(U of M Chapter)
To promote vegetarian and vegan lifestyles at the University of Minnesota, to educate students, faculty, and staff of the University of Minnesota about animal cruelty and ways to prevent it, to assist other groups and individuals working to abolish animal cruelty, and to do the above in a nonviolent, open, and respectful manner. CAA is a registered 501(c)3 tax-exempt non-profit organization.

A set of values guides Compassionate Action for Animals in all of our efforts. They fall into three categories. The first category, ethical values, are those values which we believe cannot be compromised under any circumstances, because doing so would be unethical, regardless of the ends we are pursuing. The second, organizational values, are those which we feel are important to building a strong, cohesive organization capable of growing over time. Finally, our strategic values are those which help us decide what types of activism we should be pursuing.

Ethical

· Integrity

· Nonviolence

· Diversity

· Active

· Courage

Organizational

· Egalitarian

· Approachable

· Financially responsible

· Dynamic

· Efficient



Strategic

· Role models for veganism

· All media is not good media

· Focus on the demand side

· Consider the long term over the short term

· Pursuit of social justice

For more info

Web site: www.exploreveg.org
Telephone: 612-270-5696
E-mail: info@ExploreVeg.org
Greenpeace

Greenpeace exists because this fragile earth deserves a voice. It needs solutions. It needs change. It needs action. Greenpeace is a non-profit organization, with a presence in 40 countries across Europe, the Americas, Asia and the Pacific.

To maintain its independence, Greenpeace does not accept donations from governments or corporations but relies on contributions from individual supporters and foundation grants. As a global organization, Greenpeace focuses on the most crucial worldwide threats to our planet's biodiversity and environment.

We campaign to:

· Stop climate change

· Protect ancient forests

· Save the oceans

· Stop whaling

· Say no to genetic engineering

· Stop the nuclear threat

· Eliminate toxic chemicals

· Encourage sustainable trade

In pursuing our mission, we have no permanent allies or enemies. We promote open, informed debate about society's environmental choices. We use research, lobbying, and quiet diplomacy to pursue our goals, as well as high-profile, non-violent conflict to raise the level and quality of public debate.

And we believe that the struggle to preserve the future of our planet is not about us. It's about you. Greenpeace speaks for 2.8 million supporters worldwide, and encourages many millions more than that to take action every day.

As one of the longest banners we've ever made summed things up, "When the last tree is cut, the last river poisoned, and the last fish dead, we will discover that we can't eat money..."
For more info

Web site: www.greenpeace.org
Telephone: 202 462 1177
E-mail: greenpeace.usa@wdc.greenpeace.org
Southern Poverty Law Center/
Teaching Tolerance

The Southern Poverty Law Center was founded in 1971 as a small civil rights law firm. Today, the Center is internationally known for its tolerance education programs, its legal victories against white supremacists and its tracking of hate groups.

Located in Montgomery, Alabama – the birthplace of the Civil Rights Movement – the Center was founded by Morris Dees and Joe Levin, two local lawyers who shared a commitment to racial equality. Its first president was civil rights activist Julian Bond.

Throughout its history, the Center has worked to make the nation's Constitutional ideals a reality. The Center's legal department fights all forms of discrimination and works to protect society's most vulnerable members, handling innovative cases that few lawyers are willing to take. Over three decades, it has achieved significant legal victories, including landmark Supreme Court decisions and crushing jury verdicts against hate groups.

To combat the causes of hate, the Center in 1991 established Teaching Tolerance, an educational program to help K-12 teachers foster respect and understanding in the classroom. Teaching Tolerance is now one of the nation's leading providers of anti-bias resources – both in print and online. Its award-winning magazine is distributed free twice a year to more than 500,000 educators, and its innovative multimedia kits are provided at no charge to thousands of schools and community groups.

For more info

Web site: www.splcenter.org
Telephone: 334.956.8200

Twin Cities Green Guide
The purpose of the Twin Cities Green Guide is to create a printed guidebook and web site to educate Twin Cities metro area residents about environmental issues, serve as a quick environmental reference tool and promote a self-sustaining and community oriented lifestyle.
The Twin Cities Green Guide will ensure that people of all incomes will have access to the guide. Also, it will serve as a model for other cities and states nationwide.

The Twin Cities Green Guide is a non-profit organization formed in August 2000. Our organization will keep the web site updated and will create a new print edition every four years.
The main goals during the making of this guide were to:
· Create a user friendly book

· Introduce issues of sustainability to the community

· Work cooperatively as a team

· Work with the community as much as possible

· Have fun, learn a lot and meet new people

For more info

Web site: www.thegreenguide.org
Telephone: (612) 623-7770
E-mail: info@thegreenguide.org
Union of Concerned Scientists

UCS is an independent nonprofit alliance of more than 100,000 concerned citizens and scientists. We augment rigorous scientific analysis with innovative thinking and committed citizen advocacy to build a cleaner, healthier environment and a safer world.

UCS's programs are the means by which we accomplish this. They are the pressure points translating vision into action. Through them, we connect the best scientific insights with the knowledge and support of an astute citizenry and apply them to the machinery of government at all levels—with results that have set a standard for effective advocacy for decades.

UCS was founded in 1969 by faculty members and students at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology who were concerned about the misuse of science and technology in society. Their statement called for the redirection of scientific research to pressing environmental and social problems.

From that beginning, UCS has become a powerful voice for change. Our core groups of scientists and engineers collaborate with colleagues across the country to conduct technical studies on renewable energy options, the impacts of global warming, the risks of genetically engineered crops, and other related topics. We share the results of our research with policymakers, the news media, and the public.

For more info

Web site: www.ucsusa.org
Telephone: 617-547-5552
Trees for the Future
People helping people to improve their lives by introducing environmentally sustainable land management projects saving the environment we all share. 

Most communities around the world recognize that they need to plant trees on their degraded lands if there are to improve their lives. They know trees will minimize soil erosion, supply forage for animals, and provide a source of fuelwood, but planting trees is difficult when the canopy has disappeared, topsoil has been eroded, and the climate and growing conditions have changed. 

Communities around the world turn to Trees for the Future for technical knowledge and planting materials so that they can bring degraded lands and struggling farmlands back to sustainable productivity. With the help of volunteers and community leaders world-wide, our program technicians reach even the most remote areas.  

We are also active in the US, educating students and communities about global issues, our role in the environment, and energy efficiency.
For more info

Web site: www.plant-trees.org

Telephone: 1-800-643-0001
E-mail: info@treesftf.org
Campaign to Label 
Genetically Engineered Foods
The Campaign's mission is to create a national grassroots consumer campaign for the purpose of lobbying Congress and the President to pass legislation that will require the labeling of genetically engineered foods in the United States.

Concerned with the growing acreage of unlabeled and inadequately tested genetically engineered crops, The Campaign to Label Genetically Engineered Foods was launched in March 1999.

In July 1999, The Campaign's Executive Director, Craig Winters, flew to Washington, DC to meet with Ohio Congressman Dennis Kucinich. It was at this one-on-one meeting that Congressman Kucinich agreed to become the primary sponsor of legislation to label genetically engineered foods.

The Genetically Engineered Food Right to Know Act was introduced into the House of Representatives in November 1999. Companion legislation was introduced into the Senate by California Senator Barbara Boxer in February 2000.

You can help pass this important legislation by sending letters to your elected officials. Letters can be found at The Campaign's web site along with many other activist and educational tools.
For more info

Web site: www.thecampaign.org

Telephone: 425-771-4049

E-mail: label@thecampaign.org
Vancouver Island 
Marmot Recovery Foundation
The Vancouver Island marmot is a uniquely Canadian species, found only on Vancouver Island in British Columbia. It differs from other marmot species in behavior, genetics and ecology and is easily identified by their unique appearance. 

Sadly, a population estimated in the mid-1980s to be over 300 animals is currently estimated to contain just over 150 animals, making them one of the rarest and most endangered mammals in the world. 
The Marmot Recovery Foundation is a registered public charity working to save the endangered Vancouver Island marmot from extinction. We depend on your help to:

• operate the Marmot Recovery Centre

• manage the captive breeding program

• assist the wild population

• conduct research

The wild population is holding on by a thread -- but we still have time to beat the extinction clock. With your help and support our captive breeding and reintroduction programs can increase the wild population to a sustainable level and ensure this uniquely Canadian treasure continues to be a part of our rich cultural heritage. 

For more info

Web site: www.marmots.org
Telephone: 1-877-462-7668

E-mail: marmot@islandnet.com
National Save The Sea Turtle Foundation

The National Save The Sea Turtle Foundation is a non-profit Florida corporation incorporated in the year 1987 for the purpose of preservation of marine life and is concentrating its efforts on endangered species, oceans and waterways. 

Education is the primary goal, in hopes to guarantee the children of tomorrow the benefits of our existing environment that we enjoy today because extinction is forever! 

Awareness: Keeping our issues in the public eye is most important. We have accepted our mission and set our goals. Our staff, members and volunteers contribute their efforts on our public awareness programs.

Protection: The Foundation supports active field groups, in most cases volunteers who devote endless hours in the uphill battle to preserve the fragile ecosystem.

For more info

Web site: www.savetheseaturtle.org
Telephone: 1-877-TURTLE3
Global Warming: Undo It

Global Warming: Undo It is a major national campaign, spearheaded by Environmental Defense, to increase public awareness about the dangers of global warming, to press political and other leaders in the U.S. for more aggressive action against global warming, and to win passage of the Climate Stewardship Act in Congress. Introduced by Senators John McCain (R-AZ) and Joseph Lieberman (D-CT), this bill has become the political litmus test for senators on global warming.

The Environmental Defense team of global warming experts -- scientists, economists, attorneys, legislative specialists and more -- is working together with allied organizations to press for solutions to global warming, the most critical environmental issue threatening our planet. A centerpiece of the campaign is to demonstrate public support for the McCain-Lieberman Climate Stewardship Act through an online petition drive, seeking one million citizen co-sponsors for the McCain-Lieberman Act.

Environmental Defense, a leading national nonprofit organization, represents more than 300,000 members. Since 1967, Environmental Defense has linked science, economics, law and innovative private-sector partnerships to create breakthrough solutions to the most serious environmental problems.
For more info

Web site: www.undoit.org

Telephone: 212-505-2100

E-mail: members@environmentaldefense.org

